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Honorable Richardson Preyer, Chairman

Subcommittee on Government Information
and Individual Rights .

Committee on Government Operations

House of Representatives

Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This is in regard to your letter of 6 October 1977
requesting information concerning the Agency's policy
and regulations with respect to the conduct of investiga-
tions in view of the decision of the court in Weissman V.
CIA.

This matter has been under review by the Office of
General Counsel in conjunction with the Bepartment of
Justice. Our response to your questions will reflect the
results of this review which should very soon be completed.

I fully appreciate and share your concern that the
conduct of investigations of U.S. citizens by the CIA be
in accordance with the law and applicable Executive Orders.

Yours sinciii;yq
STANSE{'Lf TRNER

Approved For Release 2004/03/15 : CIA-RDP80M00165A001800070028-9



Tthimcltor
- Central Intelligence Agenc . ~
,A[Sproved For Relea;g2004103l15 : ClA DP 0M00165A001880070028-9

.
—

———

i E::ec;;ive Registry
\ 774597/
' | NU(V Mrc 77-4505/4

.
RIPE v

A - Washington, D. C. 20505

Honorable Richardson Preyer, Chairman

Subcommittee on Government Information
‘and Individual Rights

Committee on Government Operations

House of Representatives

Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This is in regard to your letter of 6 October 1977
requesting information concerning the Agency's policy
and vegulations with respect to the conduct of investiga-
tions in view of the decision of the court in Weissman v.
CIA. ' -

This matter has been under review by the Office of
General Counsel in conjunction with the Department of
Justice. Our response to your questions will reflect the
results of this review which should very soon be completed.

I fully appreciate and share your concern that the
conduct of investigations of U.S. citizens by the CIA be
in accordance with the law and applicable Executive Orders.

Yours sincerely,
/s/ Stansfield Turner
- STANSFIELD TURNER

- Distribution:
Orig - Addressee

1 - DCI
1 - A/DDCI
1 - DDA
1l - ER
1 - OLC Subject 1 1 e ome .
: . r'i?’;t iz 35:\

OLC:PLC:kjs (26 Oct 77) .
(Retyped 28 Oct 77) i

Appr;ved For Release 2004/03/15 : CIA-RDP80MO00165A001800070028-9

T e e L L ST T Wit e e s e e 1 fepmnt e s e e



, - EXECUTIVE SETMETARIAT
Approved For Release 208215545 21A-RDP80M00165A0018000700R8-9
1o ACTION| INFO_}~ DATE | INITIAL
! C?‘a_v\(vm.w'\ é_/ v
2
3
-
5
- |
7 !
)
9
10
1
12
SUSPENSE
Date -
| Remarks: ‘
STAT
-

_ Approved For Release 2004/03/15 : CIA-RDP80MO 070028-9
3837 MG-77)

ote



. ' »_.v--ulukl"‘ll"\L_ L] ’ thKt_L_J

Approved For Release ZOWWTMIMNDDAMDMOOWOOZS 9
Routing Shp ' £
TO: ACTION| _INFO | DATE INITIAL] -
1 Dct : ;
21 DDCl _
31 D/DCY/IC
4| DDS&T
5| ol
6| DDA 7
7| opo
8] D/PCI/NI
9! GC B
0] 1c v
11 IG
12} Compt
131 D/Pers
141 DJ/s
15{ DIR
161 AfDCI/PA
17{ AO/DCI
18{ C/IPS
19| DCl/ss ‘
20 e
21 y N
22
' SUSPENSE %& 9‘(@ ocx 77
ate
| Remarks: : \_/
10! De e lo @MS’L
AY B
A o
. i
37 (B-77) o
f'j; .

Approved For Release 2004/03/15 : CIA-RDP80M00165A001800070028-9



: Lt ’
CRICHARDSOMN PREYZER, N.C., CHAIRMAN PAUL N. MC CLOSKEY, JR., CALIF,
LEG J. BYAN, CALIF. DANFORTH QUAYLE, IND,

.. ToMi E. MOSS, CALIF. ‘Approved For Reli?{ée 2004/03/15 : CIA-RDP80M00165A0‘d'|‘;80007002§ | N. ERLENBORN, ILL.
N Wik g T MR8, NINETY-FIFTH CONGRESS :

PETER H. KOSTMAYER, PA. 225-3741

Tocaconic s, wied, . Congregs of the Unifed States
Bouse of Vepregentatibes

GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AND INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

October 6, 1977

Admiral Stansfield Turner
Director of Central Intelligence
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D. C. 20505

Dear Admiral Turner:

In February of this year, the U. S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit in a case arising under the Freedom of
Information Act, Weissman v. CIA, stated in dicta that the CIA did
not have legal authority to conduct investigations of persons within
the United States without their consent or knowledge on the grounds
that such persons may be considered for employment by the Agency
at some later date. Indeed, the Agency appeared to have compiled
some 50 documents in the course of investigating the plaintiff in
the Weissman case from 1958 to 1963.

I write now to ask what the Agency's current policy is with
respect to the conduct of such investigations. I have posed a
number of questions in this regard which I have enclosed as an
attachment to this letter. I would very much appreciate your
prompt response to them.

Sincerely,

A '
{',J.;,’/{I/l A q(,,».__ ﬂ?ﬁ“w

Richardson Preyer
Chairman

Attachment
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QUESTIONS

Does the CIA currently conduct investigations of unaffiliated U.S.
citizens without their consent or knowledge on the grounds that they
may be considered for employment, or as an intelligence source, at
some future date? If so,
a. Describe the circumstances which would justify such investi-
gations.
b. Provide the number of persons who are annually subject to
such investigations.
c. Provide a copy of the Agency regulation(s) which authorize
or govern this practice.

Please set forth the Agency's position with respect to the legality
of such practices after the Weissman decision.

If there are current Agency regulations which prohibit such practices,
please furnish a copy to the subcommittee.

If such investigations are no longer undertaken, at what point did the
Agency end such practice? TFor what period of time were such investi-
gations conducted by the Agency?

Please indicate, or provide an estimate cf the total number of
persons who were subjects of such investigations in the past; and, a
further breakdown, if available, of the number of investigations
conducted a) where no future employment of, or b) no future use as
an intelligence source or contact with the individual, was forth-
coming. ’

If the Agency believes the collection of such information is illegal,

what has been the disposition of records of earlier such investigations
now considered improper? -
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